John Ferguson Gilkey, was born on April 19, 1795, in Mt. Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky. He was the son of Charles Gilkey and Elizabeth Ferguson who had migrated from Scotland/Ireland to North Carolina before moving to Montgomery County, Kentucky after the Revolutionary War. John Ferguson Gilkey married Sally Ray, in Mt Sterling and moved to Putnam County, Indiana.


Their son, William Larabee Lee Gilkey writes:


My father, John Ferguson Gilkey, was a large man about 250 lbs., large limbed, and as fine a speciman of manhood as you could see anywhere, not overdone nor underdone in any point, a fine appearing man, a pleasant face, smooth shaven, except for his side whiskers before his ears, always neat in appearance, even in his working clothes. He would put on a clean shirt and shave to go to the mill or the blacksmith shop. He was a very mild spoken man, never heard him use any profance language or smutty talk. Never struck on of his children and never saw him strike a dumb animal. He always seemed to have a kind of hidden smile on his face when about his work, not quarrelsome or abusive, but would not take an insult from any man, would slap his face or knock him down and walk away just as though nothing had happened. My mother, familiarly known as Aunt Sally, got a receipt for a liniment from her cousin and took it to Dr. Cook to be filled, It is known as Aunt Sally's Liniment throughout Putnam County to this day. 



Another son of Charles Gilkey and Elizabeth Ferguson, William M. Gilkey, was born in 1783 in Mt. Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky. He married Barbara Smith about 1810.  Their daughter, Sarah Gilkey, born about 1811 in Mt. Sterling, married James Allen in 1823 in Clark County, Kentucky. 


James Allen was the son of Joseph Allen who was the son of William Allen and Jane Warford. Joseph's wife was the former Frances Wright.

Around 1847 Joseph Allen, moved to Putnam County, Indiana, from Montgomery County, Kentucky. James Allen belonged to the Republican Party. He and his second wife were members of the Presbyterian Church in Greencastle, Indiana. He owned 257 acres of land that was, well improved, and stands among the best farmers of the county. He was President of the Greencastle and Crawfordsville Gravel-Road.


  A grandson of Sarah Gilkey Allen, writes: My grandmother died when my father was two years old and he was raised by an old negro woman. My father and his brother Edgar went through the Civil War. Each of Sarah's sons had a large family. 


Thomas Stewart Gilkey, another son of Charles Gilkey and Elizabeth Ferguson, married Grace Foreman. Their son, William Osborn Gilkey, went to Putnam County, Indiana. William was born on June 12, 1811, in Mt. Sterling, Montgomery County, Kentucky.  On April 28, 1857, William sold land near Brush Creek on Red River Iron Works Road, opposite the new church.  

He then moved to Putnam County, Indiana, where he died on October 21, 1881.  Nothing else is known about William.


His brother, Joseph Allen Gilkey, was in Putnam County long enough to marry Cynthia Sullinger in 1847. Joseph had moved to Illinois around 1830 where his first wife had died in 1847. He may have been visiting his brother and other relatives when he was in Putnam County. There is no record of him having been a resident.
